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Victoria . PICHUGINA 

CHEIRON AS A MENTOR  
IN MEDICINE TO ACHILLES AND ASCLEPIUS  

THE PEDAGOGICAL MISSION OF AN URBAN CENTAUR 

The article provides a historical and pedagogical analysis of the 
images of Chiron, a centaur who devoted a significant part of his 
life to teaching. Among the extensive list of knowledge, skills and 
abilities that Chiron possessed and passed on to his numerous stu-
dents, there are three areas related to education: 1) how to fight and 
take a life, 2) how to heal and return life — the art of healing, the 
reverse of the military, 3) special skills, such as how to play musical 
instruments or recognize constellations. We have compared the tex-
tual and visual (images on ceramics of the 6th – 5th centuries BC) 
traditions that represent the student paths of Achilles and Asclepius, 
for whom medical knowledge was an important part of the curricu-
lum. Achilles and Asclepius were students who came to Chiron as 
infants and for whom Chiron became a mentor-nurse. Asclepius 
was an excellent student who made significant progress in medicine, 
but Achilles, nevertheless, was the most gifted student of the cen-
taur and, probably, the closest to him, not only in kinship, but also 
in spirit. A comparison of stories about how Chiron trained and ed-
ucated Achilles and Asclepius allows us to see that in the ancient 
tradition Chiron is depicted as an urban centaur. Unlike other cen-
taurs, his dual nature is subject to humanity: unlike his relatives, he 
is wise, not aggressive, heals people and arranges their affairs, de-
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velops unique curricula for students and educates them outside the 
city, but for the city. That is why Chiron as a mentor is always de-
picted with a kind face and outdoors; he is half dressed in a tunic 
and his front legs do not end with hooves, these are human legs. His 
school on Mount Pelion is distinguished by its originality: educa-
tion and upbringing close to nature is designed to prepare a student 
for life in the city and activities for the benefit of the city. 

REFERENCES 

Bannert, H. (2015) “Medical Education”, W. Martin Bloomer, ed. A Compan-
ion to Ancient Education. Chichester: MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 413-421. 

Bezrogov, V.G. (2009) “Chelovecheskoe vospitanie Ahilla-geroja (o koncepcii 
uchenichestva v pojemah Gomera),” G.B. Kornetov, red. Istoriko-
pedagogicheskoe znanie v nachale III tysjacheletija: aktualizacija 
pedagogicheskogo nasledija proshlogo. Materialy Pjatoj nacional'noj 
nauchnoj konferencii. Moskva, 12.11.2009. Moskva: ASOU, S.25-28. 

Francis, E. D. (1972) “Chiron’s laughter (Pyth. 9.38)”, Classical Philology, 
67.4, 288-291. 

Gregory, J. (2019) Cheiron’s way: youthful education in Homer and Tragedy. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Jeanmaire, H. (1949). “Chiron”, Annuaire de l’Institut de philologie et 
d’histoire orientales et slaves 9, 255-265. 

Mackie, C.J. (1997) “Achilles’ Teachers: Chiron and Phoenix in the ‘Iliad’”, 
Greece & Rome 44.1, 1-10. 

Marru, A.-I. (1998) Istorija vospitanija v antichnosti (Grecija). Moskva: Greko-
latinskij kabinet Ju.A. Shachalina. 

Pache, C.O. (2021) “Birth and Childhood”, Daniel Ogden, ed. The Oxford 
handbook of Heracles. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 3-12. 

Parker, R. (2005). Polytheism and Society at Athens. Oxford: Oxford Universi-
ty Press. 

Paton, W. R. (1912). “The armor of Achilles”, CR 26, 1-4. 
Pichugina, V.K. (2022) “Gerakl kak plohoj uchenik: osobennosti kurrikuluma 

dlja drevnegrecheskogo geroja”, Otechestvennaja i zarubezhnaja 
pedagogika 2.2(83), v pechati. 

 
 



   

104 

Pichugina, V.K., Zhirnova, A.S. (2021) “Vizual'nost' i narrativnost' v antichnoj 
tradicii ob Ahillese: unikal'nyj proekt aristokraticheskogo obrazovanija”, 
Otechestvennaja i zarubezhnaja pedagogika 1.4(77), 30-44. 

Robbins, E. (1993) “The Education of Achilles”, Quaderni Urbinati di cultura 
classica 45.3, 7-20. 

Robertson, D.S. (1940) “The Food of Achilles”, CR 54.4, 177-180. 
 
 


