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1 (In Tim. 256, 3-11)2: 

Consentit huic Platonico dogmati Hebraica philosophia; appellant 
quippe illi uarie, ut somnium et item uisum, tum admonitionem, etiam 
spectaculum nihiloque minus reuelationem: somnium quidem, quod 
ex reliquiis commotionum animae diximus oboriri, uisum vero, quod 
ex diuina uirtute legatur, admonitionem, cum angelicae bonitatis 
consiliis regimur atque admonemur, spectaculum, ut cum uigilanti-
bus offert se uidendam caelestis potestas clare iubens aliquid aut 
prohibens forma et uoce mirabili, reuelationem, quotiens ignoranti-
bus sortem futuram imminentis exitus secreta panduntur”. 
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(2010) –207. 
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“...gigni quippe uel ex reliquiis cogitationum et accidentis alicuius rei stimulo, ut 
in nono Politiae libro docet...”. b – 572b
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CALCIDIUS  
ON THE CONFORMITY OF THE PLATONIST DOCTRINE  

AND JEWISH PHILOSOPHY  
(In Tim. 256: 3–11) 
Maya S. PETROVA 

The paper analyzes a phrase from Calcidius’ Commentary on 
Plato’s Timaeus (cap. 256, vv. 3–
the correspondence between Platonic doctrine and Jewish philoso-
phy (Platonico dogmati Hebraica philosophia). The discussion is 
framed in relation to Calcidius’ (5th century [?]) views on the place 
of human in the universe and the nature of the soul, which under-
goes various external influences. The phrase specifically addresses 
dreams, classifying them into those that foretell the future and those 
that do not contain predictions. The study examines Calcidius’ un-
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derstanding of the Platonic doctrine of dreams, exploring their ori-
gins according to Plato, including past emotional experiences and 
divine providence. It also compares Plato’s concept of dreams and 
divine instructions with those found in Calcidius’ work, with the 
exception of revelatio (revelation). The paper highlights Philo of 
Alexandria as a representative of Jewish philosophy in the context 
of dream interpretation. It discusses the correspondences between 
Philo’s and Calcidius’ ideas, specifically the alignment of Calcidi-
us’ terms visum (“visions”) and spectaculum (“spectacles”) with 
Philo’s notion of divine images sent to human. Furthermore, it 
draws a conditional comparison between Calcidius’ admonitio (“in-
struction”) and Philo’s second type of dreams, which occur when 
the human mind / soul moves in harmony with the Mind of the uni-
verse. Lastly, it examines the relationship between Calcidius’ rev
latio (“revelation”) and biblical revelations of an eschatological na-
ture. 
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